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Description of solvable Leibniz algebras
with four-dimensional nilradical

A. Kh. Khudoyberdiyev and Z. Kh. Shermatova

Abstract. In this work we describe 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebras
with four-dimensional non-Lie nilradical.

1. Introduction.

According to the structural theory of Lie algebras a finite-dimensional Lie al-
gebra is written as a semidirect sum of its semisimple subalgebra and the solvable
radical (Levi’s theorem). The semisimple part is a direct sum of simple Lie alge-
bras which are completely classified in fifties of the last century. At the same period
the essential progress has been made in the solvable part by Mal’cev reducing the
problem of classification of solvable Lie algebras to that of nilpotent Lie algebras.
Since then all the classification results have been related to the nilpotent part.

Leibniz algebras, a “noncommutative version” of Lie algebras, were introduced
in 1993 by Jean-Louis Loday [7]. During the last 20 years the theory of Leibniz
algebras has been actively studied and many results on Lie algebras have been
extended to Leibniz algebras (see, e.g. [1,2]). Particularly, in 2011 the analogue
of Levi’s theorem has been proven by D. Barnes [2]. He showed that any finite-
dimensional complex Leibniz algebra is decomposed into a semidirect sum of the
solvable radical and a semisimple Lie algebra. As above, the semisimple part can
be composed by simple Lie algebras and the main issue in the classification prob-
lem of finite-dimensional complex Leibniz algebras is to study the solvable part.
Therefore the classification of solvable Leibniz algebras is important to construct
finite-dimensional Leibniz algebras.

Owing to a result of [8], a new approach to study of solvable Lie algebras by
using their nilradicals was developed [9,10], etc. The analogue of Mubarakzjanov’s
[8] results has been applied for Leibniz algebras case in [4] which shows the im-
portance of the consideration of their nilradicals in Leibniz algebras case as well.
The papers [3–6] are also devoted to the study of solvable Leibniz algebras by con-
sidering their nilradicals. In particular, in the work [3] there are complete lists of
isomorphism classes of four dimensional complex solvable Leibniz algebras.

The focus of the present work is on classification of five-dimensional Leibniz
algebras. Note that the dimension of the nilradical of 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz
algebras are equal to three or four. It should be remark that, the description of
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5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebras with three-dimensional nilradical has been
given in [11]. Therefore, we deal with the study of 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz
algebras with four-dimensional nilradical.

Throughout the work all the algebras (vector spaces) considered are finite-
dimensional and over the field of complex numbers. Also in tables of multiplications
of algebras we give nontrivial products only.

2. Preliminaries.

This section is devoted to recalling some basic notions and concepts used
through the work.

Definition 2.1. A vector space with bilinear bracket (L, [·, ·]) is called a Leibniz
algebra if for any x, y, z ∈ L the so-called Leibniz identity[

x, [y, z]
]
=

[
[x, y], z

]
−
[
[x, z], y

]
,

holds.

The set Annr(L) = {x ∈ L : [y, x] = 0, ∀y ∈ L} is called the right annihilator
of L. It is observed that for any x, y ∈ L the elements [x, x] and [x, y] + [y, x] are
always in Annr(L), and that is Annr(L) is a two-sided ideal of L.

For a given Leibniz algebra (L, [·, ·]) the sequences of two-sided ideals defined
recursively as follows:

L1 = L, Lk+1 = [Lk, L], k ≥ 1, L[1] = L, L[s+1] = [L[s], L[s]], s ≥ 1.

are said to be the lower central and the derived series of L, respectively.

Definition 2.2. A Leibniz algebra L is said to be nilpotent (respectively, solv-
able), if there exists n ∈ N (m ∈ N) such that Ln = 0 (respectively, L[m] = 0). The
minimal number n (respectively, m) with such property is said to be the index of
nilpotency (respectively, solvability) of the algebra L.

It is easy to see that the sum of any two nilpotent ideals is nilpotent. Therefore
the maximal nilpotent ideal always exists.

Definition 2.3. The maximal nilpotent ideal of a Leibniz algebra is said to be
a nilradical of the algebra.

Definition 2.4. A linear map d : L → L of a Leibniz algebra (L, [·, ·]) is said
to be a derivation if for all x, y ∈ L, the following condition holds:

d([x, y]) = [d(x), y] + [x, d(y)].

The set of all derivations of L is denoted by Der(L).

For a given element x of a Leibniz algebra L, the right multiplication operator
Rx : L → L, defined by Rx(y) = [y, x], y ∈ L is a derivation. In fact, a Leibniz
algebra is characterized by this property of the right multiplication operators. As
in Lie case this kind derivations are said to be inner derivations. Let the set of all
inner derivations of a Leibniz algebra L denote by R(L), i.e. R(L) = {Rx | x ∈ L}.
The set R(L) inherits the Lie algebra structure from Der(L) :

[Rx, Ry] = Rx ◦Ry −Ry ◦Rx = R[y,x].

Let L be a 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebra. Then it can be written in the
form L = N +Q, where N is the nilradical and Q is the complementary subspace.
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Similar to the case of Lie algebras, for the solvable Leibniz algebra L we have the

inequality dimN ≥ dimL

2
. Therefore, we get dimN ≥ 3. Since the description of

5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebras with three-dimensional nilradical has been
given in [11], we consider case of dimN = 4.

If index of nilpotency of the nilradical N equals to 5 or 4, then N is null-filiform
or filiform algebra, respectively. Since solvable Leibniz algebras with null-filiform or
filiform nilradicals were classified in the papers [4–6], we consider case of nilindex
of nilradical is equal to 3.

Below we present the list of all the four-dimensional non-Lie nilpotent Leibniz
algebras with the index of nilpotency is equal to 3 from [1].

λ1 : [e1, e2] = e3, [e2, e1] = e4, [e2, e2] = −e3;

λ2(α) : [e1, e1] = e3, [e1, e2] = e4, [e2, e1] = −αe3, [e2, e2] = −e4;

λ3 : [e1, e1] = e4, [e1, e2] = e4, [e2, e1] = −e4, [e3, e3] = e4;

λ4 : [e1, e1] = e4, [e1, e2] = e3, [e2, e1] = −e3, [e2, e2] = −2e3 + e4;

μ1(α) : [e1, e1] = e4, [e1, e2] = αe4, [e2, e1] = −αe4, [e2, e2] = e4, [e3, e3] = e4;

μ2 : [e1, e2] = e4, [e1, e3] = e4, [e2, e1] = −e4, [e2, e2] = e4, [e3, e1] = e4;

μ3 : [e1, e2] = e3, [e2, e1] = e4;

μ4 : [e1, e1] = e4, [e1, e2] = e3, [e2, e1] = −e3;

μ5 : [e1, e1] = e3, [e1, e2] = e4;

μ6(α) : [e1, e2] = e4, [e2, e1] =
1+α
1−αe4, [e2, e2] = e3; α �= 1

μ7 : [e1, e2] = e4, [e2, e1] = −e4, [e3, e3] = e4.

In the following proposition we describe the derivations of the four-dimensional
nilpotent non-Lie Leibniz algebras.

Proposition 2.5. The matrix forms of the derivations of λi, i = 1, 4 and
μk, k = 1, 7 are represented as follows:

D(λ1) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 0 a2 a3
0 a1 a4 a5
0 0 2a1 0
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(λ2(α)) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 0 a2 a3
0 a1 a4 a5
0 0 2a1 0
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ ,

D(λ3) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a2 0 a3
0 a1 0 a4
0 0 a1 a5
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(λ4) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 0 a2 a3
0 a1 a4 a5
0 0 2a1 0
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ ,

D(μ1(α)) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a2 0 a3
−a2 a1 0 a4
0 0 a1 a5
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(μ1(0) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a2 a3 a4
−a2 a1 a5 a6
−a3 −a5 a1 a7
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ ,

D(μ2) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 −a2 0 a3
0 a1 a2 a4
0 0 a1 a5
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(μ3) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 0 a3 a4
0 a2 a5 a6
0 0 a1 + a2 0
0 0 0 a1 + a2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ ,
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D(μ4) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a3 a4 a5
0 a2 a6 a7
0 0 a1 + a2 0
0 0 0 2a1

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(μ5) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a3 a4 a5
0 a2 a6 a7
0 0 2a1 a3
0 0 0 a1 + a2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ ,

D(μ6(α)) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a3 a4 a5
0 a2 a6 a7
0 0 2a1

2
1−αa3

0 0 0 a1 + a2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ , D(μ7) =

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

a1 a3 0 a4
a5 a2 0 a6
0 0 a1 + a2 a7
0 0 0 a1+a2

2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ .

In the following proposition we give the information of the five-dimensional
solvable Leibniz algebra with nilradical λ1, λ2(α), λ3, λ4.

Proposition 2.6. There is no a five-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebra with
four-dimensional nilradical λ1, λ2(α), λ3, λ4.

Proof. Let us assume the contrary and L be a 5-dimensional Leibniz algebra
with nilradical λ1. We choose a basis {e1, e2, e3, e4, x} of L, where {e1, e2, e3, e4}
– a basis of λ1. Restriction of the right multiplication operator Rx to λ1 is non-
nilpotent derivation of λ1. Then using Proposition 2.5 we get

[e1, e2] = e3, [e1, x] = a1e1 + a2e3 + a3e4, [e3, x] = 2a1e3,

[e2, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = a1e2 + a4e3 + a5e4, [e4, x] = 2a1e4.

[e2, e2] = −e3,

Put

[x, e1] =

4∑
i=1

αiei, [x, e2] =

4∑
i=1

βiei, [x, x] =

4∑
i=1

δiei.

Applying the Leibniz identity to the triple e1, x, e2 as follow

[e1, [x, e2]] = [e1,
4∑

i=1

βiei] = β2e3,

[e1, [x, e2]] = [[e1, x], e2]− [[e1, e2], x] = a1e3 − 2a1e3 = −a1e3,

we obtain β2 = −a1.
Similarly applying the Leibniz identity

0 = [x, [e1, e2]] = [[x, e1], e2]− [[x, e2], e1] = (α1 − α2)e3 − β2e4,

we get β2 = 0, therefore a1 = 0. However, it contradicts to the non-nilpotent of the
Rx. The cases λ2(α), λ3 and λ4 are proved similarly.

�

Theorem 2.7. Let L be 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebra with 4-dimen-
sional non-Lie nilradical N. If nilindex of N is equal to 3, then L is isomorphic to
one of the following pairwise non-isomorphic algebras:

I1(α) :

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = e1 − αe2, [x, e1] = −e1 + αe2,

[e1, e2] = αe4, [e2, x] = αe1 + e2, [x, e2] = −αe1 − e2,

[e2, e1] = −αe4, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e3] = −e3,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = 2e4, [e3, e3] = e4.
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I2 :

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = e1 − ie2, [x, e1] = −e1 + ie2,

[e1, e2] = ie4, [e2, x] = ie1 + e2, [x, e2] = −ie1 − e2 + e4,

[e2, e1] = −ie4, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e3] = −e3,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = 2e4, [e3, e3] = e4.

II1 :

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e4, [e1, x] = e1 − e2, [x, e1] = −e1 + e2,

[e1, e3] = e4, [e2, x] = e2 + e3, [x, e2] = −e2 − e3,

[e2, e1] = −e4, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e3] = −e3,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = 2e4, [e3, e1] = e4.

III1(α) :

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨
⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

[e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e1, e2] = e3, [e2, x] = αe2, [x, e2] = −αe2,

[e2, e1] = e4, [e3, x] = (1 + α)e3, [x, e3] = −e3 + αe4,

[e4, x] = (1 + α)e4, [x, e4] = e3 − αe4.

III2 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e3, [e1, x] = e1 + e3, [x, e1] = −e1 + e4,

[e2, e1] = e4, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e3] = −e3,

[e4, x] = e4, [x, e4] = e3.

IV1 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = e1 + e2, [e2, x] = e2,

[e1, e2] = e3, [x, e1] = −e1 − e2, [x, e2] = −e2,

[e2, e1] = −e3, [e3, x] = 2e3, [x, e3] = −2e3, [e4, x] = 2e4.

IV2(α) :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1, [e4, x] = 2e4.

[e1, e2] = e3, [e2, x] = αe2, [e3, x] = (1 + α)e3,

[e2, e1] = −e3, [x, e2] = −αe2, [x, e3] = −(1 + α)e3,

IV3 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e1, e2] = e3, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e3] = −e3.

[e2, e1] = −e3,

IV4(α) :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e1] = αe4,

[e1, e2] = e3, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e2] = −e2,

[e2, e1] = −e3, [x, e3] = −e3.

IV5(α) :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e1] = αe4,

[e1, e2] = e3, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e2] = −e2,

[e2, e1] = −e3, [x, x] = e4, [x, e3] = −e3.

IV6(α, δ) :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = e2 + e3, [x, e1] = αe4,

[e1, e2] = e3, [e3, x] = e3, [x, e2] = −e2 − e3,

[e2, e1] = −e3, [x, x] = δe4, [x, e3] = −e3.

V1 :

{
[e1, e1] = e3, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e2] = −e2.

[e1, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = e4,

V2 :

{
[e1, e1] = e3, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e2] = −e2,

[e1, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = e4, [x, x] = e3.
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V3(α) :

{
[e1, e1] = e3, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e1] = −e3,

[e1, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = e4, [x, e2] = −e2, [x, x] = αe3.

V I1 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e4, [e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e2, e1] = e4, [e2, x] = e2, [x, e2] = −e2,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e3, x] = 2e3, [e4, x] = 2e4.

V II1 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e4, [e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e2, e1] = −e4, [e2, x] = −e2, [x, e2] = e2.

[e3, e3] = e4, [e3, x] = e4,

V II2 :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e4, [e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e2, e1] = −e4, [e2, x] = −e2, [x, e2] = e2,

[e3, e3] = e4, [e3, x] = e4, [x, e3] = e4.

V II3(α) :

⎧⎪⎨
⎪⎩

[e1, e2] = e4, [e1, x] = e1, [x, e1] = −e1,

[e2, e1] = −e4, [e2, x] = −e2, [x, e2] = e2,

[e3, e3] = e4, [e3, x] = e4, [x, e3] = αe4, [x, x] = e4.

Proof. Due to Proposition 2.6, we consider case of nilradical N is isomorphic
to one of the algebras μ1(α), μ2, μ3, μ4, μ5, μ6(α), μ7.

Let L be 5-dimensional solvable Leibniz algebra, whose nilradical is isomorphic
to μ1(α), α �= 0. Then there exists a basis {e1, e2, e3, e4, x} such that L is represented
by the table of multiplications as follows:

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = a1e1 + a2e2 + a3e4,

[e1, e2] = αe4, [e2, x] = −a2e1 + a1e2 + a4e4,

[e2, e1] = −αe4, [e3, x] = a1e3 + a5e4,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = 2a1e4, [e3, e3] = e4.

(1)

We get

[x, e1] =

4∑
i=1

αiei, [x, e2] =

4∑
i=1

βiei, [x, e3] =

4∑
i=1

γiei, [x, x] =

4∑
i=1

δiei.

From the table of multiplications (1), it is easy to see that Annr(L) = {e4}.
Then we obtain the following relations for the structure constants

δi = 0, i = 1, 3; α1 = −a1, α2 = −a2, α3 = 0;

β1 = a2, β2 = −a1, β3 = 0; γ1 = 0, γ2 = 0, γ3 = −a1.

Applying the Leibniz identity to the triple {x, e1, e2} as follow

0 = [x, [e1, e2]] = [[x, e1], e2]− [[x, e2], e1] = −2(αa1 + a2)e4,

we get a2 = −αa1 and α2 = −αα1.
Similarly, applying the Leibniz identity to the triples {x, x, e3}; {x, x, e1} and

{x, x, e2} we obtain the following system for the structure constants

γ4 = a5, (1 + α2)α4 = −2αa4 − a3(α
2 − 1), (1 + α2)β4 = 2αa3 − a4(α

2 − 1) (2)

Now we are going to consider the possible cases of the parameter α.
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Let 1 + α2 �= 0, then from the relation (2), we have

α4 = −2αa4 + a3(α
2 − 1)

1 + α2
, β4 =

2αa3 − a4(α
2 − 1)

1 + α2
.

Thus, we obtain the following table of multiplications:

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = a1e1 − αa1e2 + a3e4, [x, e1] = −a1e1 + αa1e2 + α4e4,

[e1, e2] = αe4, [e2, x] = αa1e1 + a1e2 + a4e4, [x, e2] = −αa1e1 − a1e2 + β4e4,

[e2, e1] = −αe4, [e3, x] = a1e3 + a5e4, [x, e3] = −a1e3 + a5e4,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e4, x] = 2a1e4, [x, x] = δ4e4.

[e3, e3] = e4,

Taking the change of basis

x′ =
1

a1
x− δ4

2a21
e4, e

′
1 = e1+

αa4 − a3
a1(α2 + 1)

e4, e
′
2 = e2−

αa3 + a4
a1(α2 + 1)

e4, e
′
3 = e3−

a5
a1

e4

we can assume that a1 = 1, a3 = a4 = a5 = α4 = β4 = 0 and we get I1(α) for
α �= 0 and α �= ±i.

In the case of 1 + α2 = 0, by similar argumentation we obtain the algebra I2.
Let N is isomorphic μ1(0). Similar to the previous cases we take a basis

{e1, e2, e3, e4, x} of L that the table of multiplication in this basis has the following
form:

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = a1e1 + a2e2 + a3e3 + a4e4,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e2, x] = −a2e1 + a1e2 + a5e3 + a6e4,

[e3, e3] = e4, [e3, x] = −a3e1 − a5e2 + a1e3 + a7e4, [e4, x] = 2a1e4.

(3)

It is easy to see that Annr(L) = {e4}. Then
δi = 0, i = 1, 3; α1 = −a1, α2 = −a2, α3 = −a3;

β1 = a2, β2 = −a1, β3 = −a5; γ1 = a3, γ2 = a5, γ3 = −a1.

Applying the Leibniz identities to the elements of the form {x, e1, e2}, {x, e1, e3},
{x, e2, e3}, {x, x, e1}, {x, x, e2} and {x, x, e3} we get

a2 = 0, a3 = 0, a5 = 0, α4 = a4, β4 = a6, γ4 = a7.

Thus, we obtain the following table of multiplications:

[e1, e1] = e4, [e1, x] = a1e1 + a4e4, [x, e1] = −a1e1 + a4e4,

[e2, e2] = e4, [e2, x] = a1e2 + a6e4, [x, e2] = −a1e2 + a6e4,

[e3, e3] = e4, [e3, x] = a1e3 + a7e4, [x, e3] = −a1e3 + a7e4,

[e4, x] = 2a1e4, [x, x] = δ4e4.

Since a1 �= 0, then taking the following change of basis:

x′ =
1

a1
x− δ4

2a21
e4, e′1 = e1 −

a4
a1

e4, e′2 = e2 +
a6
a1

e4, e′3 = e3 −
a7
a1

e4

we get I1(0).
The algebras II1 − V II3 are obtained by using similar tools to prove I1 in the

cases μ2, μ3, μ4, μ5, μ6(α) and μ7.
�
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Conclusion. The present work we conclude that there are 8 parametric fami-
lies and 10 concrete non isomorphic solvable Leibniz algebra structures with four-
dimensional non-Lie nilradicals on 5-dimensional complex vector space.
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[3] E. M. Cañete and A. Kh. Khudoyberdiyev, The classification of 4-dimensional Leibniz al-
gebras, Linear Algebra Appl. 439 (2013), no. 1, 273–288, DOI 10.1016/j.laa.2013.02.035.
MR3045236

[4] J. M. Casas, M. Ladra, B. A. Omirov, and I. A. Karimjanov, Classification of solvable Leibniz

algebras with null-filiform nilradical, Linear Multilinear Algebra 61 (2013), no. 6, 758–774.
MR3005654

[5] J. M. Casas, M. Ladra, B. A. Omirov, and I. A. Karimjanov, Classification of solvable Leibniz
algebras with naturally graded filiform nilradical, Linear Algebra Appl. 438 (2013), no. 7,
2973–3000, DOI 10.1016/j.laa.2012.11.023. MR3018051

[6] A. Kh. Khudoyberdiyev, M. Ladra, and B. A. Omirov, On solvable Leibniz algebras whose
nilradical is a direct sum of null-filiform algebras, Linear Multilinear Algebra 62 (2014),
no. 9, 1220–1239, DOI 10.1080/03081087.2013.816305. MR3250942

[7] J.-L. Loday, Une version non commutative des algèbres de Lie: les algèbres de Leibniz
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